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51"™ ANNUAL MEETING
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2006

NEW JERSEY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

The 51% Annual Meeting of the New Jersey
Academy of Science will be held on Saturday, April
8, 2006 on the campus of New Jersey Institute of
Technology in Newark. Dr. Michael Baltrush
(baltrush@adm.njit.edu) will be the Chairperson of
the Science Program and the Local Coordinator. The
Junior and Senior Academies will meet together, and
as in the past, there will be both paper and poster
presentations.

The Senior Academy pre-registration form is
included in this NewsLetter and can also be found on
our website at www.njas.org. Registration fees for
the Senior Academy meeting are $20.00 for
members, and $10.00 for graduate and undergraduate
students. The abstract form for Senior Academy
presentations is included in this NewsLetter and is
also on our website. All abstracts must be submitted
in both electronic and paper form. The electronic
submission should be sent as an attachment to
baltrush@adm.njit.edu. The paper submission should
be sent directly to the NJAS at the address at the top
of this NewsLetter. Senior Academy abstracts and the
abstract fee of $15 along with the registration fee
must be received by March 3, 2006 to be included at
the Annual Meeting.

Junior Academy (High School Students) can
obtain pre-registration and abstract forms from their
science teachers or on our website. Junior Academy
registration and abstract fees are $30.00 for members
and $5.00 for family and guests. All abstracts must be
submitted in both electronic and paper form. Full
instructions for abstract preparation are also on our
website.

All presenters must be academy members and
must be pre-registered by the above date in order
to present at the meeting.

JOHN ALLISON, Pu.D.
TO BE KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT

NJAS ANNUAL MEETING
Our keynote speaker in 2006 will be Dr. John
Allison, founder of the forensic chemistry program at
the College of New Jersey. The title of Dr. Allison's
presentation will be "Forensic Science’s Battle for
Legitimacy: It’s Not CSI, But is it Science?"

The CSI television shows have recruited record
numbers of students into Forensic Science college
programs, and they are changing the way jurors
approach trials and evidence. However, real Forensic
Science is far from the television show. For many
decades the legal system has wrestled with scientific
and pseudoscientific expert testimony, at times
focusing squarely on the legitimacy of Forensic
Science as a Science. Forensic Science developed
within the legal system, very different from other
disciplines known as Sciences. As the courts
seriously question concepts as common as fingerprint
analysis, the future directions of Forensic Science are
becoming an exciting point of discussion for those
both in and out of the field.

Dr. John Allison received a B.S. in Chemistry
from Widener University and a Ph.D. in Chemistry
from the University of Delaware. He was an NSF
Post-Doctoral Fellow at Stanford University, working
with Professor Richard N. Zare. In 1979, he joined
the Chemistry Department at Michigan State
University, where he taught for 25 years. In his last
several years there, he focused on the development of
new instrumental methods for the Forensic Sciences.
Upon retiring from MSU, he joined the faculty at The
College of New Jersey, and started a new program in
Forensic Chemistry. He is active in the research
areas of analytical mass spectrometry and questioned
document analysis. Much of his work involves
analysis of compounds of color - from the dyes used
in pen inks to the pigments used in art.

Directions, including a map to NJIT, are available at: http://www.njit.edu/about/visiting/index.php.






